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!
Title and Author of Resource (reference using Chicago style) !
Seixas, Peter C. and Tom Morton. The Big Six: Historical Thinking Concepts. Toronto: Nelson 

Education, 2013.!

Grade Level and Curriculum Strand(s) which apply 2 marks!!
Although useful for any grade level, this resource could be tied to the following curricular strand:!

(Grade 8, History, 2013 Curriculum) A2. Inquiry: use the historical inquiry process to investigate 
perspectives of different groups on some significant events, developments, and/or issues that affected 
Canada and/or Canadians between 1850 and 1890 (FOCUS ON: Historical Perspective; Historical 
Significance)!

The Big Six offers 6 different strategies to assist any teacher to plan activities engaging the historical 
inquiry process. !
 !
Brief Description (thesis) 2 marks!!
This teacher’s resource is an accessible breakdown of the major elements of the historical inquiry 
process. Whether an educator had been trained in History or not, this book provides clear examples 
and activities to study any period of time. The book focuses on “The Big Six:” historical significance, 
evidence, cause and consequence, continuity and change, historical perspectives, and the ethical 
dimensions of History.!!
Analysis of Resource (applications, adaptability, inclusiveness, usefulness, possible limitations, 
overall impression, etc.) 6 marks!!
Each “Big Six” chapter is broken into sub sections, making it exceptionally useful on multiple levels. 
The first part, best for teachers, introduces the concept as an example of real historical work as it 
relates to the inquiry skill (example: Analysis of “Officer and a Laughing Girl” painting, the beaver-pelt 
hat pictured and the historical significance of the fur trade in early Canada). The second part breaks 
down the concept into bite size “guideposts” to help lead the teacher and students to understand 
more of the topic under study. Thirdly, The Big Six provides lesson ideas and re-printable blackline 
masters to engage learning. !!
Sexias & Morton have included a wide range of lesson activities and exemplars created by young 
students and older pupils. This helps to underline the inclusivity of the program for students of any 
level or ability.!!
This resource links soundly to the curricular objective listed above. For example, students could use 
the strategies associated to “evidence” to evaluate and support perspectives from different groups 
related to Canada’s Confederation. Similarly, students may understand the external forces shaping 
John A. McDonald’s drive to promote a united Canada through cause and consequence.!!
The blackline masters are also included in a digital format to allow teachers to customize the activities 
for excellent adaptability.!!
This book can be quite intimidating. Although it avoids jargon, the 6 elements and associated 
guideposts can seem overwhelming to new history teachers and students. Perhaps focusing on 
different skills each semester may allow the teacher time to develop resources and comfort with each 
thinking concept. Further, teachers would have to be careful not to overwhelm their students with all 
these elements. !!
I would have preferred a spiral-bound book. This would allow me to open it on the relevant page to 
work with the information (in lesson planning or during class time) without having to weigh down 
pages.!!


