
Ambrose Bierce:  
HISTORY, n. An account mostly 
false, of events mostly unimportant, 
which are brought about by rulers 
mostly knaves, and soldiers mostly 
fools. 
 
Etienne Gilson:  
History is the only laboratory we 
have in which to test the 
consequences of thought. 
 
Friedrich Von Schiller:  
The history of the world is the 
world's court of justice. 
 
George Bernard Shaw:  
We learn from history that we learn 
nothing from history. 
 
Goethe:  
Patriotism ruins history. 
 
H. G. Wells:  
History is a race between education 
and catastrophe. 
 
Jane Haddam:  
People always seemed to know half 
of history, and to get it confused 
with the other half. 
 
Karl Marx:  
History repeats itself, first as 
tragedy, second as farce. 

 
Kurt Vonnegut:  
History is merely a list of surprises. 
It can only prepare us to be 
surprised yet again. 
 
Laurel Thatcher Ulrich:  
Well behaved women rarely make 
history. 
 
Maya Angelou:  
History, despite its wrenching pain, 
cannot be unlived, but if faced with 
courage, need not be lived again. 
 
Paul Valery:  
History is the science of what never 
happens twice. 
 
Pearl S. Buck:  
One faces the future with one's 
past. 
 
Percy Bysshe Shelley:  
Fear not for the future, weep not 
for the past. 
 
Peter Burke:  
From time to time historians need 
to be shocked. 
 
Winston Churchill:  
History will be kind to me for I 
intend to write it. 



 

From time to time me for I intend to write it. 

Well behaved women of what never happens twice. 

One faces the future 
but if faced with courage, need not be 

lived again. 
 

History repeats itself weep not for the past. 

History will be kind to  between education and catastrophe. 

History is the only laboratory we have historians need to be shocked. 

Fear not for the future that we learn nothing from history. 

History is the science with one's past. 
 

History, despite its wrenching pain, 
cannot be unlived, first as tragedy, second as farce. 

We learn from history ruins history. 

People always seemed to know half of 
history Rarely make history. 

The history of the world and to get it confused with the other 
half. 

History is a race is the world's court of justice. 

Patriotism in which to test the consequences of 
thought. 

HISTORY, n. An account mostly false, 
of events mostly unimportant, 

which are brought about by rulers 
mostly knaves, and soldiers mostly 

fools. 
 



 
 


